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Clayton County Major Employer Awarded Large Family
Business of the Year

Ellenwood, GA — A major employer headquartered in Clayton County, Kauffman Tire, was
awarded the Georgia Large Family Business of the Year Award on November 29" ata
special recognition dinner hosted by Kennesaw State University’s Cox Family Enterprise
Center. Awards are given to the best family owned companies in the state, in recognition of
combining strong business with strong family.

A delegation of Clayton County officials was on hand to help the Kauffman family celebrate
the achievement. Clayton Commission Chairman Eldrin Bell, District 1 Commissioner Sonna
Singleton, Development Authority of Clayton County Chairman Larry Vincent, Development
Authority Board Member Ken Stackhouse, Economic Development Director Grant Wainscott,
and Assistant Economic Development Director Kevin Gullette were among the more than 500
guests who gathered Tuesday night at the Renaissance Waverly Hotel at the Cobb Galleria.

“We are so excited for the entire Kauffman family and team,” stated Commissioner Sonna
Singleton, who represents the district in Ellenwood where the company’s headquarters is
located. “It’s wonderful employers like Kauffman Tire who make Clayton County a great
place to live and work, and we are honored to have them as a part of our community.”

The award comes during the company’s 75" anniversary. Kauffman Tire was founded in
Wooster, Ohio, as a single Texaco station, in 1936. The company founder’s son, John, moved
its headquarters to Clayton County in 1975. Since then, the company has grown to 48 retail
stores in Georgia and Florida, 13 wholesale distribution centers in six states, four commercial
tire centers, and a retreading facility in Ohio. In 2003, Kauffman Tire opened its new, state-
of-the-art, 175,000 square-foot distribution center, corporate office facility, and complete
technical training center in Ellenwood, just off Interstate 675. Today, they employ 860
dedicate team members throughout the east coast.
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