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What’s On Your 

Mind? 

 Please share with us 

any stories or items 

that you would like to 

have  put into this 

newsletter. 

 We want your 

comments about what 

we are doing for you 

here in the district. 

Please provide us your 

positive feedback and 

we will post them in 

this newsletter (see 

our comments section 

on page 18). 
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many people, one community...putting Clayton First 

July, 2014 Volume 1I, Issue V 

The Rooks Report 

 Let’s talk about it!  

“First Saturday Talk,” September 6, 2014 at                                           

South Clayton Recreation Center 10am—12pm. 

My fellow Constituents: 

 There has been much a flutter about 

Clayton County potentially regaining public 

transportation.   As many of you may recall, I 

have been an advocate of light rail and      

commuter rail since prior to my election.    

Earlier this year, when our state legislatures 

approved Clayton County’s ability to call for a 

referendum during the General Election      

allowing citizens to vote on whether they 

would be taxed for an additional penny on the 

dollar for transportation services in order to 

join a metropolitan transit authority, the ball 

bounced into the courts of your Board of 

Commissioners.   Since the Metropolitan    

Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (“MARTA”) is 

the only metropolitan transit authority in this state, there was only one question, “Will 

the Clayton County Board of Commissioners vote to approve a referendum for the 

citizens to vote on whether to join MARTA at the full penny?”  

 

 For several weeks each individual Commissioner met with MARTA             

representatives and the BOC held two specially called meetings prior to our initial 

vote on July 1, 2014.  We were presented with varying figures as to how much money 

would be collected on the additional 1 penny and the cost of providing service to   

Clayton County for both bus service and a rail extension service.   Apart of the plan to 

extend rail service to Clayton was the proposed ability to run our trains on the rail 

lines owned and operated by Norfolk Southern.  

 

At the June 30, 2014, meeting I specifically asked Keith Parker, CEO and GM of    

MARTA, “what happens if Norfolk Southern doesn’t allow us to use their tracks…”   

Shana M. Rooks, Vice Chairman 

Clayton County Commissioner—District 3 
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He advised that we would have other rapid transit options.   Subsequently to that Monday, June 30th meeting, 

I was notified that the Chief Financial Officer of MARTA had received communication from Norfolk Southern       

indicating that the plans, cost and deadlines for use of their freight tracks was speculative and without further study 

would not likely be an option for Clayton County.   

 

 Given the very narrow time frame that we were presented with to render a decision, I proposed an   

amendment to the MARTA contract that would allow for Clayton County to use ½ of the penny for buses and ½ of 

the penny to be held in an interest bearing escrow account for the sole purpose of providing rail extension to   

Clayton County.   (The escrow account can only be used by and for the Clayton Extension service.)    MARTA 

agreed with the amendment and this very important and vital protection for Clayton County drove the discussions 

on MARTA doing business with Clayton County.  

 

 On July 1, 2014 at the BOC’s regularly scheduled board meeting with a 3-2 vote, the BOC approved a     

contract that would call for the levy of only a ½ penny.  I voted in opposition of that proposal.  The Chairman of 

MARTA attended the meeting and he advised the BOC that he was not confident that the members of the MARTA 

would vote to allow Clayton County to become a member of MARTA given that all other jurisdictions apart of 

MARTA were being taxed at a full penny.  On July 2, 2014, MARTA rejected Clayton’s contract for ½ penny and 

further advised that they would provide no service to Clayton County without a full penny being levied.  This meant 

Clayton County would have no public transportation if we did not reconsider our position.   Notwithstanding, an 

overwhelming majority of citizens who reached out to the Commissioners asked that we approve a contract with 

MARTA for 1 penny.   

 

 On Saturday, July 5, 2014, with a 3-1 vote (one of the board members was absent) we voted to allow the 

citizens of Clayton County to decide if they wanted to be taxed an extra penny per dollar on some purchases.  That 

referendum (vote on the ballot) will be during the General Election in November. 

 

 As a Commissioner, I accept that we are fiduciaries of taxpayer dollars.  That responsibility I don’t take  

lightly.    Furthermore, we must be fiscally responsible; thus the needed protection clause in the MARTA contract 

that permits the portion of funds to be placed into an account just for Clayton County was added.    We ensured 

that an extra $23Million per year will be placed into an account for us when the planning and implementation of the 

rail can begin. 

 

Now, the ball has been lobbied to you the people, to determine your fate.  You must determine if you want 

an additional 1 penny to be levied on your retail sales.   Will you or won’t you is the $48 Million Question. To view 

the Clayton County Board meetings please visit www.ClaytonTV23.com.  

 

Always in Service,   

 

Shana M. Rooks, Esq. Vice-Chairman 

Clayton County Board of Commissioners 

Commissioner for District 3  

http://claytontv23.com/
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From Food to LED Technology,            

Clayton County is on the Move! 

Major Industry Announcements Bringing Nearly Two Thousand Jobs to Clayton County 

 

Prepared by Grant Wainscott, Director of Economic Development 

 

Metro Atlanta is buzzing with great news about Clayton County. It’s hard to pick up a newspaper or see a news   

report without hearing about all the new job activity and progress in our community. Never before in our county’s 

history have we seen the unprecedented amount of new investment and job creation that we are seeing right now. 

While the county still has its fair share of challenges to deal with, the new job generation and the millions in new  

investment are going a long way to giving our citizens access to better job opportunities, with higher pay and good 

benefits.  

 

Below, we have highlighted a few of the more recent announcements: 

 

Chime Solutions to Hire 1,120 New Jobs at Call Center at Southlake Mall 

 

On June 2nd, Governor Nathan Deal and a team of community and economic development leaders announced one of 

the largest new-job-generating private sector companies ever to come to Clayton County.  Chime Solutions Inc, an 

outsourcing firm for business processes that specializes on contractor staffing solutions and contact center services, 

will create more than 1,120 jobs at a new call center operation in Morrow. 

 

Chime Solutions, a minority- and woman-owned business, will locate to the former JC Penney building at Southlake 

Mall in Morrow. The 65,000-square-foot facility will become a state-of-the-art call center. The open positions at the 
call center will include executive, administrative, supervisory and customer service. The type of work will be        

primarily call center services, which include customer care phone support, help desk and technical support, and   

seasonal-based service projects that Chime Solutions will fulfill on behalf of its clients. Hiring will begin by the end of 

the summer. 

 

Quarter-of-a-Billion Dollar Kroger Distribution Center Coming to Ft. Gillem 

 

Just days after the exciting news about Chime Solutions, Kroger, one of the world’s largest food retailers,            

announced it will build a $250 million distribution center on about 300 acres at the former Army post of Ft. Gillem, 

now known as the Gillem Logistics Center, in Forest Park. 

 

The new distribution center will employ somewhere between 700 and 900 people upon opening, but the             

expectation is that the number of jobs will eventually rise to close to 1,500. Kroger and city officials plan to have the 

center operational by September of 2015. 

 

This is a huge boost to the redevelopment efforts at Ft. Gillem, and is already spurring new development discussions 

by housing builders, retailers and other companies who want to be located close to this job-generating area.      

Hundreds of acres of developable property still exist on the base, and other major companies are taking a strong 

look at opening new facilities there. City and county officials hope to attract at least another 1,000 – 2,000 new jobs, 

and hundreds of millions more in new investment. 
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From Food to LED Technology, Clayton County is on the Move! (cont.) 

 

Clayton County Lands First Korean Corporate Headquarters 

 

A Korean LED manufacturer is opening their first US operation in the Forest Park area of Clayton County. AVICS 

USA, LLC announced last week at a Board of Commissioners meeting that they will be opening their U.S.         

Headquarters for parent company AVICS Korea, who is a pioneer in designing, manufacturing and distributing      

innovative LED lighting products. 

 

Based in Suwon-City, South Korea, AVICS Korea was founded in 1998 and offers more than 50 different LED   

products. The company is initially opening a sales, showroom and distribution facility in the Southfield Corporate 

Center near Forest Park. “AVICS headquarters operation will employ 25 new positions,” said Clayton County    

Economic Development Director Grant Wainscott. “However, their desire is to open a large manufacturing plant in 

Clayton County within the next two years that could employ hundreds.” 

 

The Clayton County Office of Economic Development worked closely with the Georgia Department of Economic 

Development’s (GDEcD) Global Commerce/International Projects Team, the Metro Atlanta Chamber of          

Commerce, Georgia Power’s Economic Development team, and Clayton County Sheriff Victor Hill, to lure the 

headquarters operation to Clayton County and Metro Atlanta.  This is the first Korean company to open a       

headquarters in Clayton County. 

 

British Firm Expands US Headquarters in Clayton County 

 

On June 9th, the Clayton County Office of Economic Development & Film announced that a global freight forwarding 

operation is completing its move to the Mountain View Opportunity Zone near Hartsfield-Jackson Airport, nearly 

doubling in size. Future Forwarding, whose parent company is in the UK, is expanding its US Headquarters operation 

into more than 140,000 square feet in the Atlanta Tradeport global commerce park off CW Grant Pkwy, bringing 

with them more than 60 employees. 

 

"We began here in Atlanta as a traditional freight forwarder, and have now broadened our range of services to    

encompass the whole supply chain.” said Colin Smith, Future Forwarding’s President. "The proximity to the airport 

drew us to Clayton County to start; as we grew and needed more space, we were fortunate to remain in the    

county, now even closer to where our clients want us to be." 

 

At a recent tour of the new facility, Clayton County Commission Chairman Jeff Turner thanked Future Forwarding 

for their business. “On behalf of the Clayton County Board of Commissioners, I want to thank you for your        

investment in Clayton County,” he said. “The fact that you would entrust your entire US Headquarters operational 

history to Clayton County speaks volumes about the partnership we have established, and the viability of this region 

as a global business hub.” 

 

Future Forwarding launched their first US presence, in Clayton County, in 2001. “Back then, we only had a staff of 

four people, and we were in barely 2,000 square feet on Old Dixie Highway,” reminisced Smith. “We have          

experienced considerable growth since 2004 and have continually adapted to customer requirements which has led 

us to source additional space and move to the next phase in our firm’s history.” 
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From Food to LED Technology, Clayton County is on the Move! (cont.) 

 

Established as Atlanta’s first certified Foreign Trade Zone, the Atlanta Tradeport is home to a large number of     

International logistics and freight firms, customs houses and airport-related businesses. In 2009, Clayton County   

established a Tax Allocation District in the Mountain View area, which includes Tradeport. Two years later, the   

Department of Community Affairs awarded the county with its first Opportunity Zone. Since that time, a flurry of 

new businesses and expansion of existing firms has helped make the Mountain View area one of the most active in 

the entire airport sub-market. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Be sure to stay connected with the county to receive all the news and updates on our thriving global community. 

Here are the ways you can connect with the Office of Economic Development and Film: 

 

Visit us on our websites – InvestClayton.com & FilmClayton.com 

Find us on Facebook at Clayton County Office of Economic Development 

Follow us on Twitter at ClaytonCountyED 

Sign up for our e-newsletter on our website 
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How do I get a library card?  

 

PINES library cards are free to all residents of Georgia, including those who live in areas of 

the state served by a library that does not participate in the PINES network. People who 

attend school, own property, or are employed in Georgia but who live out-of state are also 

eligible for a free PINES card. Most PINES cards are valid for two (2) years from date of 

application. Library card applicants need to come to any one of our libraries and complete 

and sign an application form. Identification must be presented to register for a library card. 

There are three possible combinations of identification possible in order to get a library card: 

Option 1: 

Photo ID (such as valid driver's license) showing current local address. 

Option 2: 

Photo ID that does not have current address plus an item from the list below that does show the current local    

address. 

Option 3: 

Two items from the list below that both show the same, current, local address. 

Examples of acceptable ID for options 2 and 3 include: 

 A current, valid driver's license 

 A current, valid voter registration card 

 A valid matricula consular (2004.08) 

 A check with a pre-printed address 

 A utility bill, tax receipt, or lease, or other piece of mail that shows the user's name and current address. 

Library card applications are not accepted during the last 15 minutes of each work day, so please be sure to 

sign up for your card early! 

Georgia property owners who do not reside in the state may be required to show proof of ownership such as a tax 

bill or deed. Persons employed in Georgia or attending school in Georgia but who live out-of-state may be required 

to show proof of employment or enrollment. Out-of-state cards are available for an annual fee of $25.00. 

There is no minimum age for a child to receive a PINES card. A parent or legal guardian must register for his or her 

child, if the child is under 18 years of age. The parent or legal guardian needs to show his or her own proper     

identification to register a child, and he or she must sign the child's application. A child's parent or guardian is       

responsible for materials borrowed by his or her child. 

 

To download an application click here. 

Clayton County  Library System 

http://www.georgialibraries.org/lib/directories/pineslibdir.html
http://www.claytonpl.org/help/faqs/files/librarycardform.pdf
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HEADQUARTERS LIBRARY  

 

 

JUNK DRAWER ROBOTICS  

Thursday, July 17th, 1:00-4:00 pm  

You can become a robot engineer!  Learn the engineering design process for making robots from the junk in your 

junk drawers.  Chanda White, from the Clayton County 4H Program, will work with you to see what ideas you can 

envision and create.  Note: No electrical/working robot will be made.  This is an introduction to the design process.  

For ages 9 & up.  

Limited number of seats available, so sign up in advance in person, by phone, or by email. Headquarters Library  

 

 

 Surviving the Elements  

Tuesday July 1st, 2:00pm,   Monday July 28th 5:00pm   

Join us as we partner with The Clayton County Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response as they teach how 

to be prepared for a natural disaster. Come learn what items you need in your emergency kit and where are the saf-

est places to be in your house.  For information call 770.473.3850 Headquarters Library  

 Literary Elements for a Successful  Business! 

Wednesday, July 30, 2014  

Whether you’re starting a business or already doing business, the Clayton County Library System (CCLS) can help 

you. This session will highlight resources the CCLS offers, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

ranging from databases to technology workshops, that can help develop or enhance your business! Headquarters 

Library Computer Lab  

 

Clayton County  Library System 
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Lovejoy Branch Library  

 

Thursday July 10, 2014  

10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m.  

 

 

Dauset Trails Nature Center  

Dauset Trails Nature Center will bring some local animals for youth to view. Don't miss this opportunity to learn 

about these animals. Space is very limited. While you're planning your summer activities, plan a visit to this nature 

center: 

Groups are welcome, based on available space, but MUST register in advance.  

 

Tuesday July 14, 2014  

3:00 pm - 4:00pm  

Salt & Pepper: When Opposites Attract  

 Come and learn about exciting facts about Science! 

 

Thursday July 17, 2014  

10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m.  

Piccadilly Puppets Presents: Wish Tales  

"There are wishes we wish for others to grant and those only we can make come true through hard work and per-

severance. Folktales from Africa, Germany and America (including “The Knee High Man,” “The Frog Prince” and 

“Little Orphan Animal”), enacted with flat puppet figures, rod and shadow puppets, convey the importance of 

dreams and wishes in literature and life. Ages 3-8." 

 

Groups are welcome based on available space, but MUST register in advance.  

Clayton County  Library System 

http://www.dausettrails.com/
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Congratulations 

Mundy’s Mill High School, Lovejoy High School and 

Riverdale High School Seniors! 

Scholarship Opportunity 

  

Do you have a child attending college in the fall and you need a little help with paying the tuition? Commissioner 

Rooks wants to help with $2,000 in scholarship assistance. You have one of two opportunities to be awarded a 

$1,000  scholarship. 

 

Commissioner Rooks’ Community Service Scholarship 

 Applicant must be attending college in the fall (proof of enrollment is mandatory). 

 Applicant must have completed at least 40 hours of community service throughout  

the 2013-2014 academic year (documentation required). 

 Applicant must have been involved in an extra-curricular activity while in school. 

 Applicant must have a final GPA of 3.0. 

 

Commissioner Rooks’ Academic Scholarship 

 Applicant must be attending college in the fall (proof of enrollment is mandatory). 

 Applicant must have been involved in an extra-curricular activity while in school. 

 Applicant must have a final GPA of 3.5. 

How To Apply For The Scholarship? 

 

Interested applicants must fill out an application to be considered for the scholarship. Commissioner Rooks will   

decide on the winners of the scholarship in both the Community Service and the Academic categories. To receive an 

application, please email Constituent Aide Steven VanDyke at steven.vandyke@claytoncountyga.gov, and request the 

application of choice. The application deadline is July 31, 2014. 

*Note: Applicant and parent(s) must be a resident of Clayton County 

District 3 and have graduated from a District 3 High School. 

mailto:steven.vandyke@claytoncountyga.gov?subject=Scholarship%20Application%20Request
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July 2014 Events 

July 2014 

             CAMP ALL FOR ONE - Sign up for our summer camp and enjoy the fun of supervised activities! For 

more information, please contact your local recreation center. 

  

July 12, 2014 

YOUTH AND ADULT FISHING DERBY - Cost is $5 per person. 8:00am until 12:00pm. Located 

at International Park "The Beach" (Upper Lake). All ages. Please bring bait and equipment. Prizes will be 

awarded for heaviest Catfish and heaviest Bass. For more information please call (770) 603-4165. 

  

July 12, 2014 

SUMMER LUAU - FREE Event located at Carl Rhodenizer Recreation Center from 1:00 to 5:00pm. 

Join us for a pool party, activities & games, and arts & crafts! 

 

July 26, 2014 

MOVIE UNDER THE STARS - Bring your blankets, lawn chairs, and snacks to our FREE Event at Panhan-

dle Park. Movie will begin at dusk (9:00pm). Movie Playing: "Man of Steel" 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ClaytonCountyParks/photos/a.394352746309.172169.120507566309/10152414652991310/?type=1&theater
http://www.claytonparks.com/media/74724-Fishing-Derby.jpg
http://www.claytonparks.com/media/82396-FLAT_movies_under_the_stars_FINAL.pdf
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Clayton County Government Contact Numbers 

(Here are some of our most requested numbers or services) 

Animal Control   770-477-3509 

Better Business Bureau   404-766-0875 

Board of Commissioners   770-477-3208 

Code Enforcement    678-610-4755 

Community Development  770-477-3569 

DFACS    770-473-2300 

Economic Development   770-477-4450 

Emergency    911 

Health Department    678-610-7199 

Parks and Recreation    770-477-3766 

Planning and Zoning    770-477-3577 

Police/South Precinct    770-347-0260 

Refuse Control  (handles certain debris and trash on streets,  

removes dead animals from County roads) 770-477-3548 

Senior Services    770-603-4050 

Sheriff (Non-Emergency)   770-471-1122 

So. Regional Medical Center   770-991-8000 

Tag Office     770-477-3331 

Tax Assessor (Prop .Values)   770-477-3285 

Tax Commissioner (Tax Bills)  770-477-3311 

Transportation & Development (Public Works, Road        

Department/Pot Holes/Traffic Engineering) 770-477-3674 

Water Authority    770-960-5200 

http://www.claytoncountyga.gov/community/residents.aspx
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Please contact us to be added or 

removed from our email list. 

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU 

 

AS A RESIDENT OF CLAYTON 

COUNTY DISTRICT 3, YOU MAY 

BE FACED WITH CONCERNS OR 

ISSUES THAT YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO HAVE ADDRESSED. 

 

WE WORK WITH OUR CITIZENS 

TO RESOLVE CONCERNS 

INVOLVING COUNTY 

GOVERNMENT, EXPLAIN 

COUNTY PROGRAMS, EXPEDITE 

GOVERNMENT ACTION AND 

SERVE AS LIAISON BETWEEN OUR 

DEPARTMENTS AND THE PUBLIC. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

8AM-5PM (M-F) 

 

 

Questions/Concerns/Comments  

Please contact :  

Steven VanDyke  - Constituent Aide 

Phone: 770-473-5465  

Email: 

steven.vandyke@claytoncountyga.gov  

Connect with us on 

 

Click Here To Follow 

Commissioner Rooks 

                                                              

 

Click Here To Follow 

Commissioner Rooks 

@commish_rooks 

Board Meetings  

 

Board meetings are held on the first and third Tuesday evening of the 

month at 7pm . 

112 Smith Street 

     Jonesboro, GA  30236 

  770) 477-3208 

The Next First Saturday Talk 

September 6, 2014 
 

South Clayton Recreation Center 

1837 McDonough Rd. , Hampton GA  30228 

10:00 am—12:00 pm 

mailto:steven.vandyke@claytoncountyga.gov
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Clayton-County-Commissioner-Shana-M-Rooks-Esq/238842942843048
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Clayton-County-Commissioner-Shana-M-Rooks-Esq/238842942843048
https://twitter.com/commish_rooks
https://twitter.com/commish_rooks

