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What’s On Your 

Mind? 

 Please share with us 

any stories or items 

that you would like to 

have  put into this 

newsletter. 

 We want your 

comments about what 

we are doing for you 

here in the district. 

Please provide us your 

positive feedback and 

we will post them in 

this newsletter (see 

our comments section 

on page 18). 
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many people, one community...putting Clayton First 

June 6, 2014 Volume 1I, Issue IV 

The Rooks Report 

 Let’s talk about it!  

“First Saturday Talk,” September 6, 2014 at                                           

South Clayton Recreation Center 10am—12pm. 

My fellow Constituents: 

There are so many exciting moments in the   

history of Clayton County.   Citizens  over-

whelmingly voted for the 2015 SPLOST. Not 

only will this allow us to assist Southern Regional 

Medical Center, we will be able to invest in our 

small business communities with the Trade    

Center and Small Business Incubator to be built, 

and for those of us who want ample and  specific 

locations for our dogs, we will be able to build 

dog parks around the county including many  

other important  features for the county. (There 

is a complete SPLOST list included herein for 

your recollection) 

 

We are in the middle of budget season.   Please 

visit our website to review the budget at 

www.claytoncoutnyga.gov.   For the first time in over 7 years, the Commission has      

proposed a 3% pay raise for all employees including all elected officials, except           

Commissioners.  (By law Clayton County Commissioners are not permitted to vote to 

increase their own pay)  The Commission is scheduled to vote on the budget on  Tuesday, 

June 17, 2014. 

 

The Commission is also scheduled to vote on future transportation needs.  The         

Commission will vote on whether to allow for inclusion on the November General     

Election ballot, binding referendum for the voters to determine whether to participate in 

MARTA.  

 

I encourage you all to come to the board meetings but specifically on June 17, 2014.  

 

Your In Service, 

 

Shana M. Rooks   

Shana M. Rooks, Vice Chairman 

Clayton County Commissioner—District 3 

http://www.claytoncoutnyga.gov
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Clayton County Board of Commissioners Launch the Broadcasting of  

Regular Business Meeting 

 

Jonesboro, Georgia- Clayton County Board of Commissioners started filming regular business meetings on   

Tuesday, May 6, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. County Comcast subscribers will be able to view board meetings on an ongoing 

basis by tuning in to the county's access channel, Comcast Channel 23. In 2013, the board unanimously voted to 

have three robotic cameras installed in the board room located at 112 Smith Street in Jonesboro. The project was 

recently completed by a combined effort of the internal staff of the Building and Maintenance and Information   

Technology Departments along with the Clayton County Access Television staff.  Televising the meetings is a means 

of better communicating information to the general public.  

 

"One of the best ways to learn what is happening in our county is by attending a Board of Commissioners 

Business Meeting. I encourage the citizens to attend or now view the business meetings on television so that 

they can get to know who their commissioners are and what is going on in their county government." - 

Chairman Jeffrey E. Turner  

 

Regular Board Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Board room      
located at 112 Smith Street, Jonesboro, Georgia. All meetings are open to the public and covers items ranging from 

budgetary issues, to grants and local programs. The televised meetings will air on Comcast Channel 23 within 48 

hours of the business meeting at 9:00 am and 7:00 pm daily and will run until the next scheduled board meeting. All 

recordings will be archived on www.claytoncountyga.gov.  For more information, contact (770) 477-3208. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sUJVjBB2IhwnZpdFX56kG0GVnvZ0AH6IruZZ_xiznwWGsrQlWzD_G1EpVAc4qF0PB1OCbMj8eqdhjZrCcfGxzbqm4V_JszLyy8JJYu1fXS82u6jBlU_G-9qDnSKZhI5FZqNo_Cfa0scmYEfqlOrishX20fH1A6xtkcPcQN0cWkF5IK7266TVmQ==&c=l4_iqN7LS2vbU-KDLV2fw99_vPigv5f8cVAQjIjRT
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Congratulations 

Mundy’s Mill High School, Lovejoy High School and 

Riverdale High School Seniors! 

Scholarship Opportunity 

  

Do you have a child attending college in the fall and you need a little help with paying the tuition? Commissioner 

Rooks wants to help with $2,000 in scholarship assistance. You have one of two opportunities to be awarded a 

$1,000  scholarship. 

 

Commissioner Rooks’ Community Service Scholarship 

 Applicant must be attending college in the fall (proof of enrollment is mandatory). 

 Applicant must have completed at least 40 hours of community service throughout  

the 2013-2014 academic year (documentation required). 

 Applicant must have been involved in an extra-curricular activity while in school. 

 Applicant must have a final GPA of 3.0. 

 

Commissioner Rooks’ Academic Scholarship 

 Applicant must be attending college in the fall (proof of enrollment is mandatory). 

 Applicant must have been involved in an extra-curricular activity while in school. 

 Applicant must have a final GPA of 3.5. 

How To Apply For The Scholarship? 

 

Interested applicants must fill out an application to be considered for the scholarship. Commissioner Rooks will   

decide on the winners of the scholarship in both the Community Service and the Academic categories. To receive an 

application, please email Constituent Aide Steven VanDyke at steven.vandyke@claytoncountyga.gov, and request the 

application of choice. The application deadline is June 30, 2014. 

*Note: Applicant and parent(s) must be a resident of Clayton County 

District 3 and have graduated from a District 3 High School. 

mailto:steven.vandyke@claytoncountyga.gov?subject=Scholarship%20Application%20Request
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Former Fort Gillem Site Transitions Into 

the  Gillem Logistics Center 

Thousands of Jobs Coming to Clayton County 

 

Prepared by Grant Wainscott, Director of Economic Development 

 

A former Army supply depot in Forest Park that was closed in 2011, has officially received a new lease on life. What 

was a major loss for the City of Forest Park, Clayton County, and the entire region, is now brining hundreds of   

millions of dollars of new investment, and the potential for thousands of new jobs. 

 

On May 2nd, officials held a ceremony commemorating the hand-over of nearly 1,000-acres of former base property, 

for the purposes of attracting major new employers to Clayton County. Companies are already lining up to locate 

on the Gillem Logistics Center, which is the development’s new name. A major new company announcement is   

expected within the next several weeks, and further company announcements are expected by year’s end. These 

announcements, and others, could add as many as 3,000 new jobs and hundreds of millions in new investment in our 

community. 

 

This type of new investment and job growth is already making national news, and the buzz surrounding the Gillem 

Logistics Center, the City of Forest Park, and Clayton County, is quickly growing. The former base has already been 

used in the making of several major films, and continues to attract interest from Hollywood. This new investment is 

not just going to transform the former base though. The entire area surrounding the logistics center will see        

significant growth, from the HWY 42 corridor, to the Forest Parkway and Jonesboro Road corridors. 

 

Major manufacturing, logistics and transportation companies are taking a hard look at the entire area. The region is 
perfectly situated along Interstate 675, and within mere miles of the world’s busiest airport. It is rail served, and has 

easy access to the ports of Savannah and Brunswick. In short, it is strategically located to attract all types of new  

investment. 

 

History of the Base and Closure 

 

Founded in 1941 as a satellite installation for nearby Fort MacPherson in East Point, Ft Gillem served our community 

for 70 years. At its peak, the base, located off I-675, was one of the largest employers in the county. It was home to 

more than 80 organizations including First Army, the Army and Air Force Exchange Service (AAFES) Atlanta       

Distribution Center, Atlanta Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS), the 3rd MP Group, the Army's only     

criminal forensic lab (CID), the Federal Emergency Management Agency's (FEMA) east-coast territory logistics    

center, and a 1,600-man reserve component training center. 

 

Despite its importance to the community, and to the military, no community should take for granted that a military 

base or installation will always be in their community, however. As more and more military installations across the 

globe were being shuttered, the community recognized the need to organize and work to protect the economic and 

jobs engine that was Ft. Gillem. To that end, in 2004, the Save Forts McPherson-Gillem Foundation was created, to 

raise awareness about the vulnerability of the base to closure efforts, and to highlight the strategic advantages to not 

only keeping it open, but to growing it as well. 
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Former Fort Gillem Site Transitions Into the  Gillem Logistics Center (cont.) 

 

Despite a very well organized and funded effort by local, state and federal officials, Ft. Gillem was eventually slated 

for closure during the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process. The community was devastated to hear 

the news, but all was not lost. An alternate redevelopment plan had already been in the works, in the unfortunate 

event that the base did not survive BRAC. 

 

Plans for Reuse 

 

Local officials made the pitch to keep some of the primary functions of the base open, and to re-use more than 

1,000-acres of prime land for redevelopment, to bring new jobs and investment to the community. The military 

agreed to the re-use plan, and subsequently agreed to keep a military enclave on the property, comprised of more 

than 250-acres. The new military enclave would save many of the high wage jobs already in place, and the more than 

$100-million in new construction that had taken place on the base over the past two decades. Today, several of the 

principle functions including the forensic labs, remain active employers in Clayton County. 

 

In preparation for the impending re-use, the City of Forest Park established a process and a new authority to bid for 

and manage the redevelopment of the base. City, County and community members make up the Forest Park/Fort 

Gillem Implementation Local Redevelopment Authority (ILRA). 

 

Based on negotiations with the Army, the ILRA and the City of Forest Park will receive the majority of the             

re-developable acres through two Economic Development Conveyances. The Forest Park/Fort Gillem Local         

Redevelopment Authority (FP/FG LRA) serves as the City of Forest Park's sole agent to the Department of Defense 

Office of Economic Adjustment (OEA) and the Department of the Army on all matters pertaining to redevelopment 

and reuse planning for property on Fort Gillem declared surplus as a result of the 2005 Base Realignment. 

 

This LRA is responsible for planning the base’s re-use, and works hand in hand with the county and other parties for 

the best possible economic outcome for the project. Working together, the City and the County have helped to   

ensure the long-term stability of the former Army installation, bringing much-needed jobs and investment to help 

propel our community forward. 

 

So, be sure to watch the newspapers and the various communications methods from the county, for upcoming    

exciting announcement of new companies and new jobs. We will be pushing out as much information as possible, 

and we want the word to spread that Clayton County and the Gillem Logistics Center are on the move! 
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Lovejoy Branch Library: 

Thursday June 12, 2014  

9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.  

Magician Phillip Anthony  

Join us for an amazing magic show filled with tricks, treats and feats.  This program will be 

held at the South Clayton Recreation Center and groups MUST register in advance.  

 

Thursday June 19, 2014  

9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.  

Todd Key’s Flying Debris Show  

Todd Key is a one man club throwing, ball spinning, ladder balancing, torch manipulating comedy                         

EXTRAVAGANZAPALOOZA!  This program will be held at the South Clayton Recreation Center  and registration 

is required.  

 

Headquarters Library:  

Scott Douglas Interactive Percussion  

Monday, June 9  

2:00-3:00 pm  

Clayton County Senior Services Kinship Care is partnering with the Clayton County Library System to sponsor this 

fun interactive drum/percussion program   presented by the talented musician, Scott Douglas.   

 

For all ages.  Advance registration is required.  

 

Program made possible with funds allocated to the Clayton County Senior Services Department by the Clayton 

County Board of Commissioners.  

Clayton County  Library System 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshops and Classes 

 

The Clayton County libraries offer computer and 

technology classes, including Introduction to    

Windows PCs, Introduction to MS Word and a Job 

and Skill Building Lab. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stream Movies and Download Music with 

Your Library Card 
 

Use your library card to check out streaming movies and 

MP3 music downloads on our website from Freegal Movies 

and Freegal Music. For more information see                 

http://www.claytonpl.org/music-and-movies or read our full 

press release here. 

http://claytonpl.freegalmovies.com
http://claytonpl.freegalmusic.com
http://www.claytonpl.org/music-and-movies
http://www.claytonpl.org/about/pressreleases/CCLS-PressRls-Freegal.pdf
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June 2014 Events 

 

June 6-8, 2014 

           Beach Soccer Classic Tournament at Clayton County International Park (hosted by Challenger    

 Sports)   Register Now 

  

June 7, 2014 

MOVIE UNDER THE STARS - Bring your blankets, lawn chairs, and snacks to our FREE Event at 

Flat Shoals Park. Movie will begin at dusk (9:00pm). Movie Playing: "Frozen" 

  

June 7, 2014 

FATHER/SON BASKETBALL SKILLS CHALLENGE - This program gives an opportunity for 

father and son(s) to bond while participating in a basketball skills challenge against other father and son 

(s). FREE event from 1:00 to 4:00pm at Virginia Burton Gray Recreation Center. 

  

June 14, 2014 

YOUTH AND ADULT FISHING DERBY - Cost is $5 per person. 8:00am until 12:00pm. Located 

at International Park "The Beach" (Upper Lake). All ages. Please bring bait and equipment. Prizes will be 

awarded for heaviest Catfish and heaviest Bass. For more information please call (770) 603-4165. 

  

June 21, 2014 

 CARIBBEAN FESTIVAL - FREE event at International Park. For more information, please visit 

 www.caribbeangeorgia.org. 

http://soccer.sincsports.com/TTIntro7.aspx?tid=CHALLBE
http://www.claytonparks.com/media/82396-FLAT_movies_under_the_stars_FINAL.pdf
http://www.claytonparks.com/media/74724-Fishing-Derby.jpg
http://www.caribbeangeorgia.org/
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The Clayton County Sheriff's Office                                     

Community Patrol Initiative 

The Clayton County Sheriff's Office Community Patrol Initiative is a program in 

which citizens and personnel of the Clayton County Sheriff's Office interact via two 

way radios to combat crime. The Sheriff's Office Community Patrol is an extension 

of the neighborhood watch program, where block captains or other key          

neighborhood members utilize two-way radios to communicate to each other     

instances of unusual, suspicious or even criminal activity. The radios are monitored 

by your assigned neighbors and patrolling deputies. By instituting this program we look to build a stronger          

community relationship within the many subdivisions and even businesses of Clayton County. All keeping with our 

goal of making our communities safer and improving the Quality Of Life of the citizenry of Clayton County. If you or 

someone you know would like for your neighborhood to become a part of this program or would like more       

information about this program please contact Lieutenant D. Coleman 678-898-4550 or email:                           

desmond.coleman@co.clayton.ga.us. 

Thank you for allowing us to serve you, 

Sheriff Victor Hill 

Address/Location 
Clayton County Sheriff's Office, GA 

9157 Tara Blvd 

Jonesboro, GA 30236 

Contact 

Emergency: 9-1-1  

Non-emergencies: 678-479-5350 

mailto:desmond.coleman@co.clayton.ga.us
http://local.nixle.com/clayton-county-sheriffs-office-ga
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Clayton County Government Contact Numbers 

(Here are some of our most requested numbers or services) 

Animal Control   770-477-3509 

Better Business Bureau   404-766-0875 

Board of Commissioners   770-477-3208 

Code Enforcement    678-610-4755 

Community Development  770-477-3569 

DFACS    770-473-2300 

Economic Development   770-477-4450 

Emergency    911 

Health Department    678-610-7199 

Parks and Recreation    770-477-3766 

Planning and Zoning    770-477-3577 

Police/South Precinct    770-347-0260 

Refuse Control  (handles certain debris and trash on streets,  

removes dead animals from County roads) 770-477-3548 

Senior Services    770-603-4050 

Sheriff (Non-Emergency)   770-471-1122 

So. Regional Medical Center   770-991-8000 

Tag Office     770-477-3331 

Tax Assessor (Prop .Values)   770-477-3285 

Tax Commissioner (Tax Bills)  770-477-3311 

Transportation & Development (Public Works, Road        

Department/Pot Holes/Traffic Engineering) 770-477-3674 

Water Authority    770-960-5200 

http://www.claytoncountyga.gov/community/residents.aspx
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Please contact us to be added or 

removed from our email list. 

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU 

 

AS A RESIDENT OF CLAYTON 

COUNTY DISTRICT 3, YOU MAY 

BE FACED WITH CONCERNS OR 

ISSUES THAT YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO HAVE ADDRESSED. 

 

WE WORK WITH OUR CITIZENS 

TO RESOLVE CONCERNS 

INVOLVING COUNTY 

GOVERNMENT, EXPLAIN 

COUNTY PROGRAMS, EXPEDITE 

GOVERNMENT ACTION AND 

SERVE AS LIAISON BETWEEN OUR 

DEPARTMENTS AND THE PUBLIC. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

8AM-5PM (M-F) 

 

 

Questions/Concerns/Comments  

Please contact :  

Steven VanDyke  - Constituent Aide 

Phone: 770-473-5465  

Email: 

steven.vandyke@claytoncountyga.gov  

Connect with us on 

 

Click Here To Follow 

Commissioner Rooks 

                                                              

 

Click Here To Follow 

Commissioner Rooks 

@commish_rooks 

Board Meetings  

 

Board meetings are held on the first and third Tuesday evening of the 

month at 7pm . 

112 Smith Street 

     Jonesboro, GA  30236 

  770) 477-3208 

The Next First Saturday Talk 

September 6, 2014 
 

South Clayton Recreation Center 

1837 McDonough Rd. , Hampton GA  30228 

10:00 am—12:00 pm 

mailto:steven.vandyke@claytoncountyga.gov
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Clayton-County-Commissioner-Shana-M-Rooks-Esq/238842942843048
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Clayton-County-Commissioner-Shana-M-Rooks-Esq/238842942843048
https://twitter.com/commish_rooks
https://twitter.com/commish_rooks

